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The California Water PlanThe California Water Plan
 First published in 1957 as Bulletin 3First published in 1957 as Bulletin 3
 U d t d 9 ti   B ll ti  160U d t d 9 ti   B ll ti  160 Updated 9 times as Bulletin 160Updated 9 times as Bulletin 160
 Update 2009 released Mar 2010Update 2009 released Mar 2010

 Water Code requires DWR to Water Code requires DWR to  Water Code requires DWR to Water Code requires DWR to 
update Water Plan every 5 yearsupdate Water Plan every 5 years
 next one in 2013next one in 2013

 Growing interest by LegislatureGrowing interest by Legislature
& stakeholders& stakeholders

 Part of Governor’s StrategicPart of Governor’s Strategic
Growth InitiativeGrowth Initiative
N t  d t  & N  i tiN t  d t  & N  i ti
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 Not a mandate & No appropriationNot a mandate & No appropriation



Update 2009 Update 2009 –– State’s BlueprintState’s Blueprint
Integrated Water Management & SustainabilityIntegrated Water Management & SustainabilityIntegrated Water Management & SustainabilityIntegrated Water Management & Sustainability

33



Secretary Snow’s Secretary Snow’s 
MMMessageMessage

"The strategies outlined in 

these pages provide the 

means to manage 

resources comprehensively; 

from snowmelt to estuary, 

from field to tap, and all of 

the uses within the 

watershed".
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U d t  2009 U d t  2009 Update 2009 Update 2009 
FeaturesFeatureseatu eseatu es

 Provides water community a framework & investment guideProvides water community a framework & investment guide
 Array of strategies to achieve multiple goals & benefitsArray of strategies to achieve multiple goals & benefits

 Integrates 2009 Comprehensive Water Legislation andIntegrates 2009 Comprehensive Water Legislation and
State government companion plans, initiatives & strategiesState government companion plans, initiatives & strategies
 Inform the 115+ nearInform the 115+ near and longand long term actionsterm actions Inform the 115+ nearInform the 115+ near-- and longand long--term actionsterm actions

 Includes future scenarios to consider uncertainty & riskIncludes future scenarios to consider uncertainty & risk
 Advocates greater value on sustainable outcomesAdvocates greater value on sustainable outcomes
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 Advocates greater value on sustainable outcomesAdvocates greater value on sustainable outcomes
than on water supply extractionthan on water supply extraction



Update 2009 FeaturesUpdate 2009 Features
 Advances strategies for Integrated Flood ManagementAdvances strategies for Integrated Flood Management

& Climate Change adaptation & mitigation& Climate Change adaptation & mitigation& Climate Change adaptation & mitigation& Climate Change adaptation & mitigation
 Describes 27 resource management strategies to diversify Describes 27 resource management strategies to diversify 

regional water portfolios & increase regional selfregional water portfolios & increase regional self--sufficiencysufficiencyregional water portfolios & increase regional selfregional water portfolios & increase regional self sufficiencysufficiency
 Outlines new data, analytical methods and toolsOutlines new data, analytical methods and tools

for integrated water management for integrated water management g gg g

 Updates 12 regional reports with:Updates 12 regional reports with:
IRWM partnerships & planningIRWM partnerships & planning IRWM partnerships & planningIRWM partnerships & planning

 Water portfolios 1998 Water portfolios 1998 –– 20052005
 Water quality conditionsWater quality conditions
 Flood managementFlood management
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 Flood managementFlood management
 Future scenarios to 2050Future scenarios to 2050
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Water Plan Update OrganizationWater Plan Update Organization
 Water Plan HighlightsWater Plan Highlights

 CD CD -- Entire Water PlanEntire Water Plan
 CD CD -- Tribal Water Summit Proceedings Tribal Water Summit Proceedings 

 Vol. 1 >  The Strategic PlanVol. 1 >  The Strategic Plan
 Vol. 2 >  27 Resource Management Vol. 2 >  27 Resource Management 

StrategiesStrategies
 Vol. 3 >  12 Regional ReportsVol. 3 >  12 Regional Reports
 Vol. 4 >  Reference GuideVol. 4 >  Reference Guide Vol. 4   Reference GuideVol. 4   Reference Guide

(120+ articles)(120+ articles)
 Vol. 5 >  Technical GuideVol. 5 >  Technical Guide
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(Online documentation)(Online documentation)



Water Plan Water Plan Water Plan Water Plan 
HighlightsHighlightsg gg g
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Director Director Cowin’sCowin’s
F dF dForewordForeword

“Update 2009 spells out theUpdate 2009 spells out the 

urgencies that demand 

action: dealing with longeraction: dealing with longer 

and more pronounced 

dro ghts increased flooddroughts, increased flood 

risk, threats to the 

i t i i d tenvironment, impaired water 

bodies, and aging 
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infrastructure".



Strategic Plan ElementsStrategic Plan Elements
double foldout 12A double foldout 12A 12D12Ddouble foldout 12A double foldout 12A –– 12D12D

Vi i  & Mi iVi i  & Mi iDesired future for CA water

7 G l7 G l

Vision & MissionVision & MissionDesired future for CA water 
& Purpose of Water Plan

Desired outcomes for the

10 Guiding Principles10 Guiding Principles

7 Goals7 GoalsDesired outcomes for the 
2050 planning horizon

Core values & philosophies

13 Objectives & 115+ Actions13 Objectives & 115+ Actions

10 Guiding Principles10 Guiding PrinciplesCore values & philosophies

 Statements of intent
/ Focus on what & when

9 Recommendations9 Recommendations

13 Objectives & 115+ Actions13 Objectives & 115+ Actions/ Focus on what & when

Removing impediments & 
leveraging opportunities
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9 Recommendations9 Recommendationsleveraging opportunities 



3 I’s 3 I’s -- IInvest in nvest in IInnovation & nnovation & IInfrastructurenfrastructure
California State Government in partnership with others California State Government in partnership with others California State Government in partnership with others California State Government in partnership with others 

should invest in water innovation & infrastructure to supportshould invest in water innovation & infrastructure to support
integrated water management and sustainable outcomesintegrated water management and sustainable outcomes

 Investment Investment -- Finance PlanFinance Plan
 Stable funding with focus on innovation investmentsStable funding with focus on innovation investments

Seed money to incentivize infrastructure improvementsSeed money to incentivize infrastructure improvements Seed money to incentivize infrastructure improvementsSeed money to incentivize infrastructure improvements

 InnovationInnovation
Governance improvementsGovernance improvements Governance improvementsGovernance improvements

 Planning & public process improvementsPlanning & public process improvements
 Information technology (data & tools)Information technology (data & tools)
 Water technology R&DWater technology R&D Water technology R&DWater technology R&D

 InfrastructureInfrastructure
 Regional projectsRegional projects
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 Regional projectsRegional projects
 InterInter--regional projectsregional projects
 Statewide systemsStatewide systems



Integrated Regional Water ManagementIntegrated Regional Water Management
45 Regional Water Mgmt Groups45 Regional Water Mgmt Groups45 Regional Water Mgmt Groups45 Regional Water Mgmt Groups

Foster partnerships & expand solution opportunity Foster partnerships & expand solution opportunity 
Diversify water portfolios & integrate suppliesDiversify water portfolios & integrate supplies

L   & i  L   & i  Leverage resources & economies Leverage resources & economies 
of scale to reduce costsof scale to reduce costs

I t t  d t  t l  & I t t  d t  t l  & Integrate data, tools & resourcesIntegrate data, tools & resources

Implement multiImplement multi--benefit actions benefit actions p e e up e e u be e ac o sbe e ac o s
with sustainable outcomeswith sustainable outcomes



W t

Integrated Flood ManagementIntegrated Flood Management
Water 

Resources 
Management Comprehensive approach toComprehensive approach to

flood managementflood managementood a age eood a age e
 Considers land & water resources Considers land & water resources 

at watershed scaleat watershed scale

Integrated Flood Management

Land Use
Management

at watershed scaleat watershed scale
 Minimizes loss of life andMinimizes loss of life and

t  d  f  fl dit  d  f  fl di Integrated Flood Managementproperty damage from floodingproperty damage from flooding
 Maximizes benefits of floodplainsMaximizes benefits of floodplains

Hazard
Coastal 

Zone

pp
 Recognizes benefits to ecosystems Recognizes benefits to ecosystems 

from periodic floodsfrom periodic floods
14141414

Management 
Zone 

Management 

Adapted from World Meteorological Organization

from periodic floodsfrom periodic floods



2010 Drought Contingency Plan2010 Drought Contingency Plan
Part of the CA Water Plan Objective 8Part of the CA Water Plan Objective 8Part of the CA Water Plan Objective 8Part of the CA Water Plan Objective 8

Recommends Drought ActionsRecommends Drought Actions
B f  B f  P i  fP i  f•• Before Before ------ Preparing forPreparing for

•• During During ------ Responding toResponding to
•• After    After    ------ Recovering fromRecovering fromAfter    After    ------ Recovering fromRecovering from

Provides Interagency coordination frameworkProvides Interagency coordination framework
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Promotes efficient & effective resource usePromotes efficient & effective resource use



Improving CoordinationImproving Coordination
Land Use Planning & Water ManagementLand Use Planning & Water ManagementLand Use Planning & Water ManagementLand Use Planning & Water Management

 Land use planning controlled locallyLand use planning controlled locally

 Water management decentralized Water management decentralized ----
over over 2,300 counties, cities, public 2,300 counties, cities, public 
agencies  and private water companiesagencies  and private water companiesagencies, and private water companiesagencies, and private water companies

 IRWM coordinates land use planning IRWM coordinates land use planning 
with water supply  quality  flood with water supply  quality  flood with water supply, quality, flood with water supply, quality, flood 
management, and climate adaptationmanagement, and climate adaptation

 State Government provides technical State Government provides technical  State Government provides technical State Government provides technical 
assistance and financial incentivesassistance and financial incentives

 More coordination among State More coordination among State 
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 More coordination among State More coordination among State 
agencies & with IRWM Partnershipsagencies & with IRWM Partnerships



CA Native American ParticipationCA Native American Participation
 Developed Tribal Communications Plan Developed Tribal Communications Plan 

C d 2009 T ib l  W t  S itC d 2009 T ib l  W t  S it Convened 2009 Tribal  Water SummitConvened 2009 Tribal  Water Summit

 Compiled Tribal Water StoriesCompiled Tribal Water Stories Compiled Tribal Water StoriesCompiled Tribal Water Stories
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Tribal Engagement for Update 2009Tribal Engagement for Update 2009
Tribal Communication Committee & PlanTribal Communication Committee & PlanTribal Communication Committee & PlanTribal Communication Committee & Plan

 Convened a TCC in late 2007Convened a TCC in late 2007

 Draft Tribal Communication Plan in Draft Tribal Communication Plan in 
midmid--2008 2008 -- First for State governmentFirst for State governmentmidmid 2008 2008 First for State governmentFirst for State government

 TCP fostered Tribal engagement in TCP fostered Tribal engagement in 
the Regional and Resource the Regional and Resource the Regional and Resource the Regional and Resource 
Management Strategy workshopsManagement Strategy workshops

 TCP included the goal of hosting a TCP included the goal of hosting a 
statewide Tribal Water Summit statewide Tribal Water Summit 
during Update 2009during Update 2009
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during Update 2009during Update 2009



Tribal Engagement for Update 2009Tribal Engagement for Update 2009
2009 California Tribal Water Summit2009 California Tribal Water Summit2009 California Tribal Water Summit2009 California Tribal Water Summit

 Convened Tribal Water Summit Planning Convened Tribal Water Summit Planning 
Team in late 2008Team in late 2008Team in late 2008Team in late 2008
 Hosted 7 regional plenary meetingsHosted 7 regional plenary meetings
 Included 8 State & 4 Federal agenciesIncluded 8 State & 4 Federal agencies Included 8 State & 4 Federal agenciesIncluded 8 State & 4 Federal agencies

 About 300 people attend on Nov 4 & 5About 300 people attend on Nov 4 & 5
 Leaders and representatives fromLeaders and representatives from

66 CA Tribes, 15 Tribal Organizations,66 CA Tribes, 15 Tribal Organizations,
13 State & 8 Federal agencies13 State & 8 Federal agencies13 State & 8 Federal agencies13 State & 8 Federal agencies

 Proceedings Booklet online, in Reference Proceedings Booklet online, in Reference 
Guide & hardGuide & hard--copy;  Summit video onlinecopy;  Summit video online
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 Many Recommendations in ProceedingsMany Recommendations in Proceedings



Tribal Engagement for Update 2009Tribal Engagement for Update 2009
Tribal Water StoriesTribal Water StoriesTribal Water StoriesTribal Water Stories

 Tribal Water Stories recorded Tribal Water Stories recorded 
and shared in two waysand shared in two ways

 Over a dozen water stories  Over a dozen water stories  
videovideo--recorded at the Summit recorded at the Summit videovideo recorded at the Summit recorded at the Summit 
and video available onlineand video available online

Pl i  T  S b itt  Pl i  T  S b itt   Planning Team Subcommittee Planning Team Subcommittee 
published Tribal Water Storiespublished Tribal Water Stories
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California California Water Plan Water Plan Update 2009Update 2009
Objective Objective –– Improve Tribal Water & ResourcesImprove Tribal Water & ResourcesObjective Objective Improve Tribal Water & ResourcesImprove Tribal Water & Resources

O  f 13 W t  Pl  Obj tiO  f 13 W t  Pl  Obj ti One of 13 Water Plan ObjectivesOne of 13 Water Plan Objectives
 Develop Tribal consultation, Develop Tribal consultation, e e op ba co su a o ,e e op ba co su a o ,

collaboration, and access to collaboration, and access to 
funding for water programs and funding for water programs and 
projects to better sustain Tribal projects to better sustain Tribal projects to better sustain Tribal projects to better sustain Tribal 
water and natural resourceswater and natural resources

 12 Related Actions 12 Related Actions ––
several taken from theseveral taken from the
Tribal Communication PlanTribal Communication Plan
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Tribal Communication PlanTribal Communication Plan



Ways to Access Water Plan InformationWays to Access Water Plan Information

 Visit the Visit the Water Plan Web PortalWater Plan Web Portal
t l tt l twww.waterplan.water.ca.govwww.waterplan.water.ca.gov

 Subscribe to Subscribe to Water Plan eNewsWater Plan eNews
a weekly electronic newslettera weekly electronic newsletter

2222

yy
www.waterplan.water.ca.gov/enewswww.waterplan.water.ca.gov/enews


